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February 6, 2003

Dr. Joseph Hairston, Superintendent

Baltimore County Public Schools

6901 Charles Street/Greenwood Campus

Towson, Maryland 21204

Dear Dr. Hairston:

I am writing on behalf of our Committee for two purposes.  The first is to invite you to an upcoming meeting to speak with our members.  In March, we are anticipating an overview of the presentation being shared with the principals regarding policies on special education.  I feel it would be timely for you to attend this meeting and share with our members your support and recent remarks regarding students with disabilities being educated in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) and to the extent possible, in their home schools.

The meeting in question will be held on Monday, March 10, 2003 from 7:00 – 9:00 PM in the ESS Building.  I realize and understand you have a very busy schedule, therefore we would be more than happy to accommodate your schedule and adhere to whatever timeframe you establish.

Second, I would like to ask about the status of the disaggregation of achievement data for students with disabilities.  As you will recall, the collecting and reporting of achievement data for students receiving special education services was one of the key recommendations of the Citizens Advisory Committee Work Group Report (From Compliance to Quality) presented last spring.  The Board heartily endorsed the report and this recommendation in particular.  As you may recall, much of the requested data is already collected and reported to the Maryland State Department of Education on an annual basis, so we see no reason why it could not be reported in such a manner each year during your annual Progress Report.  We believe the information would be of great value to members of the Board, as well as the public, especially when advocating for additional funding and support for special education services.

Thank you for your time and consideration.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you have any questions and/or comments, or to simply reply to our invitation.

Most sincerely,

Kelli Nelson
1 Stitchberry Court

Reisterstown, MD 21136

bellegabby@cs.com
Kelli Nelson, Chair	(410) 526-2111


Jasmine Shriver, Vice Chair	(410) 825-9570











