MEMORANDUM

TO:

IEP Team Chairpersons, Special Education Department Chairs

FROM:
Judy Glass, Director of Special Education



J. Stephen Cowles, Coordinator of Compliance



Marcella Franczkowski, Leader, Cluster I, Office of Special Education



Melissa Lembo, Leader, Cluster II, Office of Special Education



Joyce Reier, Leader, Cluster III, Office of Special Education



Maureen Thornton, Leader, Cluster IV, Office of Special Education



Nancy Feeley, Leader, Cluster V, Office of Special Education



Betsy Neville, Leader, Cluster VI, Office of Special Education



Diane McGowan, Leader, Cluster VII, Office of Special Education

RE:

Extended School Year (ESY) Services 

DATE:

April 21, 2004

Over the past several weeks, the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) has been in contact with Baltimore County Public School System (BCPS) staff regarding the standard for determining Extended School Year (ESY) Services.  On April 9, 2004, MSDE issued a clarification memorandum in which MSDE requested that each local School System review its policies and procedures to ensure that the ESY services decision is made in compliance with the MSDE technical assistance bulletin, issued in July 2003.

Therefore, we are requesting that Individualized Education Program (IEP) team chairpersons and special education department chairpersons review the ESY decisions and determine whether the IEP team has applied each of the criteria or factors, as required.  The factors to be discussed are regression/recoupment, degree of progress, emerging skills/breakthrough opportunities, interfering behavior, nature and severity of the disability, and special considerations.  Upon consideration of the factors, the team must determine whether ESY services based on the following guideline: “ESY services are only necessary to provide FAPE when the benefits a student gains during the regular school year will be significantly jeopardized if the student is not provided with an educational program during the summer months.”  

If after review you determine that an ESY decision was not made in accordance with the factors and guideline, or if a parent stated a disagreement with the IEP team decision and requested the team reconvene, then you should contact your cluster leader for guidance and support regarding the particular student.  

In accordance with the MSDE clarification memorandum, the BCPS will be submitting the ESY services policies and procedures to MSDE with its local application for approval. Please be advised that any revisions or clarifications regarding the ESY procedures will be provided to the IEP team chairpersons and special education department chairpersons prior to the start of the coming school year.    

