D R A F T 

Baltimore County

Citizens Advisory Committee for Special Education

Minutes of Meeting

April 19, 2004

The meeting was called to order at 7:12 p.m. by Kelli Nelson, Chairperson.  

Extended School Year (ESY):  Ron Boone addressed the challenges of providing an appropriate ESY program while remaining accountable to funding sources.  Because the funds do not come directly from budgets of schools making the ESY recommendations, accountability is a source of concern.  He shared data on budget deficits over the past five years for ESY services:

Year:

Deficit:

FY 2000

$
362,500

FY 2001

$
204,800

FY 2002

$
197,400

FY 2003

$
472,500

FY 2004

$
459,100

If the County must request an additional $500,000 for ESY, it must be able to demonstrate the effectiveness and efficiency of the program.

J. Stephen Cowles, Compliance Coordinator for BCPS, discussed the recent decisions of the U.S. Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals which set a standard for determining when ESY services are appropriate.  An MSDE Technical Assistance Bulletin was distributed at tonight’s meeting explaining the three court decisions and their interpretation for the State of Maryland.  He explained that ESY is defined as follows: “Special Education and related services beyond the school year in accordance with the IEP at no cost to the parent.”   He explained that ESY should be recommended when the benefits achieved during the school year will be significantly jeopardized if ESY services are not provided.  Regression in itself is not a determining factor in deciding the necessity of ESY services; instead, these court cases indicate that skills must be “significantly jeopardized”.  Specific factors must be considered and documented by IEP teams when making ESY recommendations.

A question was raised concerning how IEP teams interpret these new guidelines, and whether school staff should review all 2004 ESY denials for accuracy.  This could be prohibitive considering the number of teams taking place at schools.  

A question was raised about how the Office of Special Education is collecting data from schools regarding the ESY recommendation process.  Referrals to ESY are forwarded to the Office for review and placement; however, information about students who did not meet the criterion for ESY services are not sent to the Office to be reviewed.  Data concerning ESY recommendations and other Special Education services is reviewed during the audit process, regular monitoring, and training programs for IEP chairs in all 161 schools.  Mr. Cowles also receives important feedback from parents and others who contact him with complaints.  He made his e-mail address and phone number available to all meeting participants in the event they have additional questions:  jcowles@bcps.org, 410-887-2990.

A question was raised about what recourse parents have if their child is denied ESY services and that decision is overturned at a time when it is be too late to participate in the summer program.  The institution of compensatory services for the student is one way this situation might be rectified.

The question was raised about what cooperative programs between BCPS and the Department of Recreation and Parks might be available to provide summer enrichment programs.  Participants briefly shared information about programs of which they are aware, and in order to unofficially collect information about local programs to share with this committee, Ron Boone requested that anyone having information about such programs send him an e-mail at rboone2@bcps.org.

Related Services: 

Betsy Neville, Coordinator of Related Services, explained the recent work done by her team leaders and resource people.  Related Services includes the following programs: 

Speech and Language Pathology

Occupational Therapy

Physical Therapy



Deaf/Hard of Hearing

Assistive Technology


Transition Services

Vision

The Related Services website is being updated, and Betsy Neville distributed a recently drafted mission/vision statement.  She explained that these services are not clinically driven, but guided by what students are doing in their classrooms.  

A question was raised about why language related to the diagnosis of various problems or disabilities is absent from the mission/vision statement.  Betsy Neville indicated that she would take that into consideration, but the emphasis of the mission/vision statement is to drive services connected to strategies useful in the classroom with the goal of enhancing student achievement.

A concern was raised about the location of services being provided in school buildings, such as in small rooms and storage closets.  This concern will be investigated.

Old Business:  


FY05 Budget:  The Board of Education approved the budget, and the County Council is now reviewing it.  In this budget, two positions were added for the Infants and Toddlers Program, and the Transition Center was kept in tact.


Nominations:  Elections will be held at the May meeting.  Within the next two weeks, final nominations must be received by Mary Pat Kahle, Chairman of the Nominating Committee.  She can be contacted at mpkahle@comcast.net.


Staffing Plan:  Community Input Meetings are scheduled on May 3, and copies of the drafted plan were distributed.


Audit Update:  Dr. Lou Barber will send his report to the Board of Education on May 25.  He reported that he visited 20 schools, met with approximately 40 focus groups and 100 individuals, met with MSDE and Related Services personnel, and received many phone calls and e-mails in order to collect information for his report, which will contain a significant number of recommendations as well as many commendations.  He will present his report to CACSE at the June meeting.

Announcements:


The Education Committee of the Commission on Disabilities holds meetings the second Wednesday of every month at Hannah Moore.  This Committee would like a representative from CACSE to attend those meetings to share information.  


The June meeting of CACSE will feature dinner for all attendees and will be open to the public.  Area Advisory Council members have also been invited.  


The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 10, 2004, at 7:00 p.m. at the ESS Building, Greenwood.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kas Rohm
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