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MISSION STATEMENT

The Citizens Advisory Committee for Special Education was first established in 1976.  Currently, it serves in an advisory capacity to the County Superintendent and Board of Education on issues affecting the education of students with disabilities.

The committee’s mission is to:

A. Advocate for all students with disabilities or special needs.

B. Promote community and citizen awareness of issues relating to disabilities.

C. Provide a forum for county-wide citizen input on special education programs, related services and relevant issues.

D. Advise the Baltimore County Superintendent of issues affecting students with disabilities or special needs.

E. Advise the Baltimore County Board of Education of issues affecting students with disabilities or special needs.

F. Advise the Office of Special Education of issues affecting students with disabilities or special needs.

G. Assist the Baltimore County School System in informing the public of special education programs and related services.

H. Be informed and advised of the instructional curriculum approaches used in the various special education programs and related services.

I. Keep current on issues pertaining to the implementation of instruction and related services in Baltimore County Public Schools.

J. Identify, discuss and make recommendations on issues affecting students with disabilities or special needs.

K. Be active and participate in the budgetary process of the local, state and federal government concerning matters and programs related to special education.

L. Assist the Baltimore County School System in communicating with the parents of students participating in special education programs and related services.

MEMBERSHIP

I. COMPOSITION

A. Committee Membership must include:

1.
Parents of children with disabilities and/or special needs.

2.
Employees of the Baltimore County Public Schools including



a.
The Director of the Office of Special Education





b.
Staff members of the Office of Special Education





(a)
Area Coordinators or designee(s)





(b)
Representative from related services



3.
An administrator from a comprehensive school



4.
An administrator from a special school



5.
A teacher from a comprehensive program



6.
A teacher from a special school


B.
Committee Membership may also include:

1.
Community members

2.
A professional member of the medical community

3.
Advocacy agencies/organizations

4.
Governmental agencies/organizations

5.
Community businesses

6.
TABCO

7.
BACE

8.
PTA Council

9.
The Resource Center for Families and Schools

10.
School volunteers

11.
Students receiving special education services

12.
Students enrolled in a comprehensive school program

13.
Paid Parent Helpers

14.
Other interested parties

II. REPRESENTATION

A. There is to be no set limit on the number of Committee members.

B. The Committee is composed of voting and non-voting members.

C. Employees of the Baltimore County Public Schools may vote if they either work less than 20 hours a weeks or are not eligible for employee benefits by the public school system.

D. The number of parent members shall exceed the number of Baltimore County Public School employees.

E. A quorum shall consist of ten (10) voting members.

III.
OFFICERS

A. The Committee shall have a Chair, a Vice Chair and a Secretary.

B. The officers shall be elected by a vote of the Committee and shall serve a term not to exceed two consecutive years.

IV.
OFFICERS DUTIES

A.
Chair’s duties

1.
Preside at the monthly meetings.

2.
Generate an agenda for each meeting.

3.
Represent the Committee to the Board of Education and Baltimore

County Public School System and the County Executive.

4.
Lead Planning of committee activities.

5. Research and keep Committee abreast of national and state

activities.


B.
Vice Chair’s duties

1.
Perform Chair’s duties as necessary.

2.
Research and keep Committee abreast of national state

activities.

3.
Represent the Committee to the Board of Education as needed.


C.
Secretary’s duties

1.
Record and distribute minutes of all meetings.

2.
Maintain database of members.

3.
Prepare and distribute informational mailings.
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